
KS4 Information 
Evening

Belfast Boys’ Model School

   
 Welcome



Aim:

To provide guidance on how best 
to help your son at home

To give advice on GCSE 
English & Maths

To explain Access 
Arrangements
To outline arrangements for 
Controlled Assessment and GCSE 
preparation



Rewards and 
Success...



Miss Farquhar
Vice Principal



Making sure your son is ready to learn

Positive 
mental health

Support when 
necessary Attendance



Building your son a 
successful future

• Y11 Transition

• Subject Choices and letting pupils settle in

• Strong start to GCSE courses – Learning to 
Learn

• Confidence in assessment and supporting 
pupils gain excellent results and progression



Learning in 
2023-
2024 in 
Belfast 
Boys' 
Model

MS Teams Learning to 
Learn

Skills 
development

Use of data 
– PTE PTM, 
CAT4 and 
Class Tests



Skills and Attributes
Informed Decision Making - Personal 

Career Planning
Workshops on job application process – 

CVs, interviews, etc.
Progression Routes

Careers at BBMS

Careers Calendar
September-December

Employability Skills Events with Career 
Ready, BT, PwC

January
Target Setting
March-April

Careers Convention – Higher & Further 
Education, Employers
Subject Choice Fairs

June
Meet the Employer event



Extra-Curricular at BBMS

Why Get Involved?

• Employers want SKILLS as well as 
qualifications

• Develops soft skills employers want
• Bespoke to BBMS
• Lunchtime & after-school
• Sporting & non-sporting
• Huge range available

PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR 
SON TO TAKE PART IN AT LEAST 
ONE...



Lunchtime 
Clubs



After-School Clubs



Raising 
Standards 
Leader-
Mr Carlisle

• My role is to ensure your son achieves the 
best set of GCSE Results possible
• Individual mentoring
• Identifying underachieving pupils
• Organising extra support if needed
• Co-ordinating revision programmes in the lead 

up to external exams



Key 
Exam  Dates

DA Science:
• Physics Re-sit Wednesday 15th November
SA Science:

• Chemistry 22nd November
• English:

• English Language Unit 1 (Friday 17th November 2023 
only for those who did not attempt Unit 1 in Year 
11.)

• English Language Unit 4: Monday 20th November 
2023 for ALL Year 12.

Maths:
• M2, M3 and M4 (Re-sit only) : Tuesday 21st November 

2023
BTECs
w/c 8th January



JCQ Exam 
Regulations

1 Be on time for all your exams.

2 Do not become involved in any unfair or dishonest 
practice during the exam.

3 If you try to cheat, or break the rules in any way, 
you could be disqualified from all your subjects. 

4 You must not take into the exam room: (a) notes; 
(b) an iPod, a mobile phone, a MP3/4 player or 
similar device, or a watch. 

5. Do not talk to or try to communicate with or 
disturb other candidates once the exam has started. 



Maths

Mrs Hanna
Head of Maths



Maths Books
Each boy will have received –

•A folder to keep his book and 
worksheets together.

•A blue classwork book for taking 
down notes, examples 
and completing tasks set in class.



THINK MATHS!

• Boys are encouraged not just to learn methods 
and re-use them.

• Every boy should be asked to answer a question 
or explain something in every lesson.

• Common strategies include being asked to spot 
errors and explain why an answer cannot 
possibly be right.



Multiply out     3 ( 2x – 5 )

a) 6x – 5

b) 5x – 8 

c) 6x – 15 

d) 6x + 15



Which calculation should I use to
increase 75kg by 8% ?

a) 75 x 1.8

b) 75 x 0.92

c) 75 x 1.08

d) 75 x 0.08



What is my son working 
towards?
• All of Year 12 were entered for either M2, 

M3 or M4 at the end of Year 11, worth 45% 
of the overall award.
•Most are now working towards M6, M7 or 

M8 in June.
• A small group of boys are resitting the first 

unit in November.
• Others will have an opportunity to resit the 

first unit in June, alongside the second unit.



What is my son working 
towards?
• All of Year 11 are working towards M2, M3 

or M4 in June, which will contribute 45% of 
their overall GCSE grade.

• It is hugely important that they give this 
their best effort as having to resit will 
present some difficulties.



Importance of Home Study

• Boys will have 4 ‘common assessments’ for Maths, 
focussing on Numeracy Skills.

• Other formal homework will not be set.

• The aim is to encourage pupils to become independent 
learners.

• A range of videos, questions, online activities, past papers 
are available on your son's Maths Team.



Useful Websites

www.mymaths.co.uk

This resource contains notes, examples and practice questions on all topics.  
It will mark the work and give instant feedback.

www.mathsworkout.co.uk

This fully interactive resource marks answers instantly and can generate 
unlimited practice questions on any topic.

www.corbettmaths.com

This excellent website provides video tutorials, worked examples and 
numerous questions on every topic.

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://www.mathsworkout.co.uk/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/


Past Papers

•These are the best tools to bring about 
improvement in exam performance.
• They will be completed in class, marked 

and sent home with pupils to correct any 
errors.
• Class time will be spent going over 

corrections.
• This system does not work if pupils are 

not in school every day!!



Common Pitfalls

• “I’ve already got a Grade C”
• “There’s no point in me even trying this”
• “This is easy – I don’t need to revise”
• Poor attendance
• Spending time revising material that is not 

going to be on the exam
• Lack of equipment
• Not turning up for the exam!



What Help is Available?
• Maths staff are available to help GCSE pupils if they 

are having difficulty.
• Tuesday lunch time Maths Support Club.
• Extra help can be organised by arrangement with 

their Maths teacher.
• M2 and M3 resit revision classes after school 

every Tuesday.
• Revision classes will be made available to all pupils 

in the period before their exams. These usually 
starts from February/March time. All Year 11 and 
12 students should be attending.



Summary of Key Messages

• Every boy in BBMS is capable of a good GCSE 
grade in Maths
• The exam will not ‘pass itself’ – boys need to 

make the effort themselves, with support, 
encouragement and discipline from us and you
• Without doubt, the best way to revise for Maths 

is practice, practice and more practice
• FULL ATTENDANCE IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL!



English
Mrs Warren



Every Year 11+12 pupil is entered for GCSE English Language.
When does the 

assessment take place? Type of Assessment Value

Year 11: Term 1 1st Controlled Assessment 10%

Year 11: Terms 1-3 Speaking & Listening Assessments 20%

Year 11: Term 3 1st External Exam 8th May 2024
*Re-sit in Year 12 if necessary
2nd Controlled Assessment

30%

10%

Year 12: Term 1 2nd External Exam Nov '24 
(re-sit in summer 2024 if necessary)

30%

Year 12: Terms 1-2 Improving Speaking & Listening Assessments
Improving Controlled Assessments

20%
20%

Year 12: Term 3 Re-sits of External Exams (if necessary) 30%



How do we 
support your 

son?

•We prepare him fully; the skills needed for 
success at GCSE are practised and built 
upon from the start of Year 8.
•We track assessments to monitor progress 

and intervene promptly.
•We provide lunchtime / after school 

revision classes which are compulsory for 
all (Year 12s: Oct + Nov 2023; Year 11 in 
Mar + April 2024).
•We give detailed feedback, identifying the 

strengths of your son's work and areas 
that he needs to strengthen to access 
higher marks.
•We provide a range of ‘What A  Good One 

Looks Like’ (WAGOLLs).   



How do we 
support 

your son?

• We set Speaking and Listening tasks that capture 
the pupils’ interests.
• We work for CCEA. Several of the English 

teachers are also CCEA examiners – we share 
knowledge of the most valuable skills to 
achieve  success.
• We deliver ‘Walk and Talk Mocks’ - your son will 

know exactly what is required in his exams.
• We believe in your son and have high 

expectations of him.
• We stay in contact with you (email and phone) 

and work closely with the Head of Year and VP 
for Curriculum!

       We never accept underperformance.



How can you support your son?
üEncourage him to attend lunchtime / after school revision 

classes.
üEncourage him to complete past papers at home under timed 

conditions.
üEncourage him to complete English homework once a week.
üHelp him to be aware of current affairs – discuss news items at 

home. Encourage debate.
üMonitor the feedback he is given and encourage him to explain 

the strengths of his work and what he needs to do to make it 
better.

üEncourage him to read for pleasure.
üKeep in touch with your son’s English teacher.





ACCESS 
ARRANGEMENTS

Mrs Best

Learning Support 
Coordinator



What are 
Access 

Arrangements?

Access arrangements are how 
“reasonable adjustments” are made 
for pupils who have a disability, 
special educational need or temporary 
injury that has a substantial effect on 
their performance in an assessment.

Access arrangements are based on 
need and must reflect the pupil’s 
normal way of working on a regular 
basis when taking tests and exams as 
observed in school over a period of 
time.



What are Reasonable Adjustments?

The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) bases its guidance on the Equality Act (UK) 
2010. This requires awarding bodies to make a reasonable adjustment where a 
candidate who is disabled would be at a substantial disadvantage in comparison to 
someone who is not disabled without a reasonable adjustment being made.

Access arrangements do not change the skills or knowledge being tested and must 
not give a pupil an unfair advantage. An access arrangement should “level the 
playing field”.



Who decides the access 
arrangements required?

The evidence of need to 
apply for access 

arrangements required by 
JCQ, is collated by the LSC 
before the school applies to 

JCQ for access 
arrangements. 

JCQ publishes regulations 
and guidance relating to 

access arrangements on an 
annual basis.

All schools and colleges 
must adhere to JCQ 

guidelines.

JCQ regulations state that 
schools must be able to 
demonstrate a history of 

need 

Mrs Best and Mr McBride 
are the school’s designated 

qualified assessors. 

Teaching staff support the 
LSC in identifying, 
determining and 

implementing appropriate 
access arrangements.



If a pupil has a SEN, a Medical Diagnosis or a physical 
condition are they automatically entitled to access 
arrangements?

A determination of SEN or a medical 
diagnosis/physical condition itself, 

does not automatically entitle a pupil 
to access arrangements. The pupil 
will need to have been observed as 

being substantially disadvantaged in 
taking school tests and exams to be 

awarded access arrangements. 
Teachers will have observed and 

recorded the pupil’s normal way of 
working over a period of time, not 

just before external exams.

JCQ state that where necessary the 
LSCs detailed information, must be 

supported by specialist evidence 
confirming the candidate’s disability.



Exam Stress

Exam stress is a usual and common part of the examination process. We offer 
advice to students taking examinations on how to cope with pressure. Parents 
can offer support at home by suggesting the use of the taught strategies.

Childline UK— Preparing for exams

NHS—Coping with exam stress



Mrs Williamson
Teaching, Learning and Assessment



Information for Parents
• All students are guided to work towards the 
highest grade they could possibly achieve.

• All students will be given:
•  an assessment calendar with homework 

titles.
• Pupil Learning Checklists to remind them of 

what they should be doing to prepare 
themselves for tests or completing portfolio 
material.

• All pupils will have access to MS Teams to 
receive notifications of homework and Class 
tests.



Study and 
Revision

•Retrieval sessions – Every subject will be using some 
classes for retrieval exercises, demonstrating how pupils 
can use them in their subjects to help them retain 
information better. Retrieval is a key focus of our work in 
BBMS but it is important that this is supported by work 
at home, and some parental support when able.
• Planning and revision materials
• Revision classes and Booster classes  will take place 

closer to examination periods. You will be notified of 
times and dates.



What should my son be doing 
to prepare for examinations?

• Use Subject 
revision 
guides/Pupil 
Learning Checklists
• Use revision 

timetable and 
revision techniques 
taught in school 
before each school 
assessment



Revision timetable template
Date
Time

Monday
/ /

Tuesday
/ /

Wednesday
/ /

Thursday
/ /

Friday
/ /

Saturday
/ /

Sunday
/ /

9am-4pm School School School School School 10-11am

4-5pm 11am-12pm

5-6pm 12-1pm

Lunch & 
Exercise/Social 

media

Lunch & 
Exercise/Social 

media

6-7pm

Dinner & 
Exercise/Social 

media

Dinner & 
Exercise/Social 

media

Dinner & 
Exercise/Social 

media

Dinner & 
Exercise/Social 

media

Dinner & 
Exercise/Socia

l media 1-2pm

7-8pm 2-3pm Free time

8-9pm 3-4pm Free time

9-10pm 4-5pm Free time

10-11pm Free time Free time Free time Free time Free time 5-6pm Free time



1. Flash Cards/Cue 
Cards

• Probably the simplest of methods 
to help you to recall knowledge. 
• Create cards with your key 

content.
• Remember to create a question 

card to help you retain key facts



2. Revision Clock
• break your topic down over 

a 1-hour period. 
• You’ll need an A3 sheet and 

a clock image in the centre. 
• Split the sheet into 5 or 10-

minute chunks. Give each 
section a focus from the 
topic. 

• If you have a topic checklist, 
you can use it to create 
titles. 

• Spend no longer than the 
time given to each section 
on that part of the topic. 



3. Visual Revision

• Transform your notes into a 
visual format such as:

• a Venn diagram
• a mind map

• Flow chart
• infographic 

• the key idea is to make it visual 
to allow you to draw links 
between stages, content and 
images. 

• This gives you two ways of 
remembering the information 
later on. 



Examples of 
resources for pupil 
Study can be found 
in their Year Team



Controlled Assessment

•What is it?

•Why is it important?

• How does it affect GCSEs?

• Key issues for your son



Timeline of 
monitoring 
Progress. 
Success

Targets are set with pupils by class 
teachers

Attendance  and assessment tracking 
commences.

Year 11/12 Guidance Evening for parents 
and pupils

Information collected from teachers 
identifying really good and really poor 
starts.

Contact with parents if any concerns 
(HOY/Form teacher.)

August, 
September,  
October.



November

• First set of central subject grades provided by 
teaching staff.

Grades

• Identify under achievement, contact is made 
with parents if teachers have any concerns. 

Contact

• Subject Teachers and Heads of departments 
will devise Actions to help your son improve 
(catch-up)

Improve



JANUARY

Pupils off timetable to assess their own progress and talk 
to Form tutors and their parents about actions for 
improvement. 

Set individual targets for rest of the year along with 
enrichment and careers activities.

Second set of central grades submitted by teaching staff. 

Urgent actions agreed.

Organise ‘push’ for final grades and ‘serious’ revision



Targets – 
Tracking for 
Success

February - Internal/Mock 
Examinations / Completion of most 
Controlled Assessments for Year 
11/12

March - Third set of central grades (including 
examination results) are recorded, and School 
reports provided to Parents.

Year 12 Parent/Subject Teacher meeting

Actions for improvement 
are identified with pupils.



April, May and June

• External GCSE exams for Year 
11/12

• End of year internal tests for 
Year 11

• Final Progress reports are 
submitted by teaching staff and 
sent home

• Year 11 Pupils assess their own 
progress over the year with 
their form teacher.

• GCSE results for Year 11 and 
Year 12 pupils distributed.
• Individual targets set for new 

Year 12

August



Finally, in your booklet you will find…

• Learning to Learn information

• A guide to MS Teams 

• Key exam dates for Year 12 this 
term

• Parent App information

• Information from the Maths 
Department

• Extra- Curricular activities 
information

• Year 11 and 12 Common 
Assessment Calendars



Thank you for attending, if we can 
be of any further assistance, please 

don’t hesitate to get in touch…


